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which barely mustered fifty members, of whom apparently
only a part was actively engaged in the coal trade *. Their
attack upon the Company was vented in a petition of
* the mayor and burgesses * (1603), complaining that the
corporation " have denied to admit such free burgesses as
have prayed the same ", except under * great and intoler-
able ' fines 2 ; and they secured a decree in their favour from
the Council of the North 3. The enlargement of the Company
promoted a change in the economic status of its members.
We have seen that at the end of the sixteenth century Host-
men had become transformed into coalowners 4; but the
admission of fellow-freemen, together with apprentices who
had served seven years5, created a class of Hostmen who had
no coal-mines of their own and acted as factors, or agents,
for coalowners who were not members of the Company.
These factors were known as fitters, a term originally applied
to the servants of the Hostmen6, but now used to denote
the Hostmen themselves in their capacity as middlemen. A
report drawn up by the Company in 1774 stated that " the
constant practice of carrying on the coal trade on the River
Tjnae is for the owner of the colliery to employ a person free
of the Hostmen's Company and resident in Newcastle, who
is usually called a coal-fitter, and which fitter pays to the coal-
owner a stipulated price for every chaldron of coals he receives
from his coalowner. The fitter then sells the same again to
the shipmaster " 7. The net result was to transform the con-
stitution of the Company : its nucleus ceased to be a group
of producers, and became instead a group of distributors 8.
1 Elizabeth's charter (1600) enumerates 48 hostmen: Brand, The
History and Antiquities of Newcastle-upon-Tyne (1789), ii. 271. In 1638
they were said to number * about 50 * : State Papers Domestic, 1638—1639,
p. 250. But only 29 names appear in the vend of 1603 : supra, p. 131.
3 Records of the Hostmen, 19-31. A long complaint was laid before
the Council of the North in 1592 : Hist. MSS. Comm. Salisbury, iv, 208-210.
8 Records of the Hostmen, 24.	* Supra, p. 129.
5 Records of the Hostmen, 211.
« The term appears in the Records in 1634 (p. 75), and is expressly
used in 1651 as the equivalent of * factor J (p. 92). See infra, Appendix,
p. 489, No. i.
7	Records of the Hostmen, 211.    In the late nineteenth century the fitters
became once more the salaried servants of the coalowners :  ibid. p. 1.
8	The exclusive rights of the Company lapsed owing to legal uncertainty
as to whether they could be enforced, since they proceeded from a royal
charter.    Cf. the Company's statement hi 1834 {ibid. 226), and the legal
opinions expressed in 1703 and 1774 :  ibid. 162, 210-215.

